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Dear readers,
As we write this, we are one week into Russia’s military invasion of Ukraine.
Like most people, we are extremely troubled and saddened by this news.
We’d just like to say that our thoughts are with the people of Ukraine and we
hope for as peaceful and swift a resolution to the conflict as possible.
As you may know, we are currently working on finishing Issue 05, the Dreams
issue, which feels like it has been an incredibly long time coming!
We sincerely apologize for this delay, but we hope that the old saying
remains true - that good things come to those who wait.
During the time that we’ve been working on the issue, we’ve also had a new
member join our small team! Leti Desbiere-Batista, a French-Dominican poet
and writer, has been volunteering as an editorial assistant with us since the
beginning of February and will remain with us until the end of April.
She has already been an invaluable help to us as editors, in helping us
continue to grow and move forward with the magazine at what’s been a really
challenging time, as well as contributing to the upcoming issue, with a
brilliant profile of London-based multidisciplinary artist Stephen Wright, who
since 1998, has been working on his life project ‘The House of Dreams’, an
eclectic installation of memories, sculptures and mosaics contained within his
East Dulwich home.
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We’d also like to mention the involvement of our guest poetry reader for this
issue (and hopefully many to come!), Dr Alan Kellerman PhD, a Wistconsin
native and now lecturer in Creative Writing at Swansea University, who also
works as Poetry Editor at Parthian Books, Wales’ premier publishing house for
poetry.
We’re honored to have him involved in the magazine, and his help in selecting
the works you will come to see in the upcoming issue has been crucial.
His selection includes a wide range of imaginings of the ‘Dreams’ theme,
ranging from a nightmarish to the Freudian, and staying true to our
internationalist values, with US poets like Amanda Roth and returning
contributor Caitlan Doherty; Australian poet April Bradford, alongside the UK’s
Nicola Dellard-Lyle, Elspeth Wilson and Susanne Lansman, who all offer their
unique and beautiful insights into the nature of the dream state.
We also have another returning contributor in Sergey Gusev, who has now
been featured in four out of our five issues thus far. The Moscow-based writer
offers a dark and powerful tale of loss and an addiction, in his latest short story
Lucid.

What is there to say?
I stepped into an empty elevator, and by the time I sank
two floors down,
there was only one set of doors to walk through.
It is like that dream I had of a woman
crawling
out of her grave - a catacomb of bones, damp with
decay.
There was nothing there for her anymore.
- EXTRACT FROM 'YOU ASKED ME HOW I
MADE THAT IMPOSSIBLE DECISION' BY
AMANDA ROTH
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This features alongside the work of multi-talented writer Laura Roklicer, who
gives us Tally Marks, a metaphysical exploration of the self and consciousness,
which is equally thought-provoking as it is troubling.
As well as Letitia’s profile of the ‘House of Dreams’ we also have another
insightful feature from qualified therapist Kat Shore, a qualified dramatherapist,
on how she has used dreams to explore the psyche in her own experience of
psychotherapy.
As ever all of this is complemented by a huge host of art from an international
pool of emerging artists, who have created a myriad of dream-like depictions.
We will soon be announcing the issue’s release date via our website and social
media, so please keep an eye on them for updates. We hope to release it as
soon as possible as we know it is well overdue!
We would just like to say once again a special thanks to all of you for your
patience and support of the magazine during these last few months, and we
wish you all a good start to the spring!

Much love,
Dom and Siria
VAINE Team
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